Curriculum & School Development Council Members 2010-2011

Minutes of Friday, 3 December 2010
8:00 A.M. -12:00 P.M.

IS 618

Present:

	Head of School:
                                                           
	Rev. Father Apisit Krislaram, C.Ss.R.

	Principal:
	Mr. Mike Booton

	Assistant Principal/Chair
	Mrs. Sudarat T. Attanawin

	Parent Representatives:


Student Representatives:                                             
	Mrs. Sasithorn (Parent of Poom G. 5/Pat G.6)/ Mrs. Mika Hisatsune (Parent of Miki G. 11, Arika G.8 and Taiki G.6)

Ravipon Pakkul/Duangjai Meechai/Lynn Pansirithanachote (G.11)



	Classified Staff Representative:

	Ms. Thanaporn  Kridathikarn (Registrar)


	RIS Representative:
	Ms. Lisa Monson (RIS Curriculum & PD Coordinator)

	School Counselor: 
	Ms. Miho Katsumata

	Technology Coordinator:


	Mr. David Casler 

	Chair Organization for Student Learning SD Group:
	Mr. Timothy Mitchell (HS English teacher)


	Chair Curriculum and Instruction SD Group:

	Ms. Rachel Kirchner (Math /Science Dept. Head/MS teacher)

	Chair Support for Student Growth SD Group:
	Ms. Trista Meisner (Activities Coordinator/Visual & Performing Arts/PE Department Head)

	Chair Resource Management and Dev. SD Group:
	Mr. David Casler (Computer Science/Business Studies 

Dept. Head/Technology Coordinator)

	Chair Thai Language & Culture SD Group
	Ms. Yuree Sayun (Thai Department Head)


Review of Minutes of CSDC meeting on 10 September 2010

Action Plans are “a work in progress” and need to be adjusted year by year according to what was achieved. Some tasks such as use of English on campus and provision of student activities are ongoing in nature. There were concerns raised about students using English in and out of the classroom.  A lengthy discussion ensued and it was noted that many external reward systems (tickets, extra credit, English Store, campaigns) have not been successful.  Rachel and the Curriculum and Instruction SDC are working on language expectations to share with all teachers.  Other solutions that were brainstormed include the following:

a. Have explicit expectations for students for each year at RIST and share those with students.  (i.e. – first year students should be able to ….., second year students should be able to….).  Students who have been at RIST longer should be leaders and models for newer students. 

b. Since what is happening in the classroom influences behavior outside the classroom, have discussions among teachers about classroom expectations and strengthen English-speaking policy within all classes so they are consistent throughout the school.  

c. Adults in the school should model using English at all times.

d. Increase and improve diversity awareness so students are more likely to break out of language groups outside the classroom.

· Suggestions have been noted and minutes of CSDC meeting on 10 September 2010 approved

Reports from Subjects in Implementation Year
1. Mathematics

a. There is a new structure this year in grades 11-12, offering courses equivalent to IB Math and Math Studies.  Students feel the system is better and offers appropriate challenges. 

b. There was concern about students who do not pass math in grades 9-10, but still move on to higher levels of math.  Teachers are expected to differentiate to meet the needs of a range of abilities within one class.

2. English/Language Arts

a. The English department is coordinating events to help students use English outside the classroom in authentic ways.

3. Science

a. Kat Hudson attended the 6+1 Teachers Training Course and is now certified to be a trainer.  The RIS/RIST PD Office will offer training during second semester. 

4. Thai 

a. The department is developing a Thai studies manual.

b. Thai for Foreigners class sizes are very small.

c. To enhance Thai program and meet WASC recommendations we should investigate ways to share/cooperate with the already established RIS Thai Arts and Music program.

5. Japanese

a. Japanese writing will be offered at summer school so students can improve writing at RIST rather than attending cram school.

b. To track alumni success we should get scores from Japanese universities

6. Visual Arts

a. We are looking at ways to improve relationships with the broader art community.

7. Performing Arts

a. Lack of sufficient enrollment in the high school has not allowed for Performing Arts to become a major.  

b. Drama will be reduced from grades 4-10 to 4-8.

8. Physical Education

a. Science, Values, and P.E. need to coordinate on sexual education.

b. We should investigate the idea of allowing students to earn P.E. credits for participation in after school sports programs.

c. There is strong support for maintaining a mandatory P.E. program through grade 12.

Reports from Subjects in Review Year

1. Values

a. There are plans to investigate expanding the program from character development into the following areas: health, safety, social and interpersonal growth, human sexuality, wellness, and careers

b. Parents strongly support sex education in Values.  They feel it is necessary because ignorance causes many problems.  Sex education helps clear up misconceptions.  In Japan sex education is taught with the genders separated, but the group agreed that that there are advantages in males and females being together.  Moreover, it should be taught along with physical education and health complimented by the science curriculum. Students supported the idea questions about sex should be addressed in Values class.

2. Computer Science

a. New computers in two labs allow students to work in video and high end graphics.

b. Tech teachers should be seen as assistants to tech projects in subject classes.

3. Business Studies

a. The language in Business classes is very intensive and technical.

b. Business Studies program will continue and there should be more opportunities for students to participate in work programs and develop their own business within the school (i.e. – concessions).

Reports from Subjects in Development Year
1. Social Studies/Humanities

a. Curriculum in Social Studies is already Asia-centric.

b. The department is looking into how formative assessment is being used and sharing ideas. 

c. Griffith Library has a Rand McNally online Atlas subscription which is available for RIST teachers’ use. 

d. Teacher Created Resources has a Primary Sources Kit which will support inquiry based learning.

e. In discussing the use of technology and sharing student work for formative assessment Lisa Monson recommended the use of document cameras.  

Approval of curriculum and purchase order

The curriculum and purchase order was reviewed by the committee and unanimously approved.

Proposals of New Campus-wide Schedule

The new campus-wide schedule was discussed in depth and different options were explored.  Parents noted that they liked Drama class and felt it important for their children.  The committee talked about the possibility of sharing classes with RIS in subjects such as P.E., Art, and beginning Thai.  Reduced high school enrollment has been the impetus for a reduction in the number of majors, from three (Business, Computers, Art) to two (Computers and Art).   

· The proposal for the common schedule was unanimously approved.

· The proposal for use of the extra blocks in the new schedule was unanimously approved. 

· The proposal for a reduction in majors was unanimously approved.

Proposal for 21st Century Skills/Wheel in grades 9 and 10

The proposal for the 21st Century Wheel including Innovative Art, Multimedia Technology, Entrepreneurship, and Introduction to Third Language (Japanese/Thai) was unanimously approved. 

Other Business

The committee discussed ideas for providing students with more opportunities for practicing English with each other across the grade levels through reading buddies, English songs, and situations where students instruct each other. 

They also discussed the idea of having peer tutors for math.  It was noted that RIS offers a peer tutoring program that RIST students use. 

The library policy was clarified for parents.  Students are able to borrow books from any of the libraries on campus.   A website called Tumblereaders was also mentioned as a good resource for students to listen and read.

Conclusion

The meeting closed with formal acceptance of the curriculum and purchase order, new campus wide schedule and new 21st Century Skills/Wheel in grades 9 and 10, all of which require final approval of the Board.

